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Arvon Report to the Barbara and Philip Denny Charitable 

Trust, December 2023 

Arvon Grant Fund 2023 

‘Connecting with other writers is challenging in the area where I live. […] The opportunity to spend 

a week at Arvon meeting creative writers/authors was a positive and life-affirming experience I will 

never forget. […] It was exhilarating […] I learned so much and am still processing and reflecting 

upon the experience.’ – Grant recipient, 2023 

‘I came onto the course […] feeling despondent and crushed by self-doubt. I was considering 

giving up my project since I felt too many barriers were in my way. Arvon provided the space and 

the environment to help me rediscover my love for writing and my belief in my own work. I now 

call myself a writer’ – Grant recipient, 2023 

 

Arvon can’t thank the trustees of the Barbara and Philip Denny Charitable Trust enough for their 

unstinting support of writers on low incomes through our Grant Fund. The Trust is truly a cornerstone 

of the Fund, having made a huge difference to countless writers’ lives, and your incredibly 

generous promise to give even more to the Fund next year means so much to us – both because 

it will help yet more writers and as an endorsement of our work. We are deeply grateful. 

Arvon’s Grant Fund in 2023 

At the close of the year, we have awarded 40 grants at an average of £750, which is nearly the 

full cost of a course. Many more writers have benefited from concessions. 80% of grant applicants 

had a household income of £23,000 or less and more than half identified as Disabled. More than 

94% of grant recipients fed back that they left their courses with more clarity about what they 

wanted to achieve in their writing over the next year. In the second half of the year, we ran 

courses such as ‘Embarking on TV Script Development’, ‘Writing Masculinity’ and ‘Songwriting’ 

alongside more classic genres. 

Following are details of three grant recipients who benefitted from your support in the second half 

of the year. Names have been changed. 

Now retired, Sujata has been a carer for nearly fifty years. Following her course, she fed back, ‘I 

have no words to thank you for this amazing experience. It is difficult to put into words how this 

retreat has supported me to move forward spiritually, mentally, emotionally and with a 

determined effort to continue working on my writing. I am so very grateful for this opportunity, 

which I will cherish forever.’ 

 

Health issues and caring for his father have left Spiros unable to work. ‘Before the course […] 

writing felt like something out of my depth or league or class,’ he said. ‘The course helped to 

demystify and bring closer the community of writers I was desperately missing. […] The grant 

changed the course of my current book, and every other story that I will write, because it 

changed me as a person and as a writer.’ 

 

Leslie was made redundant after years of paying off debt related to her PhD. ‘I’m questioning all 

the directions in my life – apart from my writing,’ she told us in her application. In her post-course 

feedback, Leslie told us, ‘I feel the course has been hugely beneficial to me as a writer […] I feel 

I’ve got a concrete plan in both the short- and long-term about what I want to do next. This was 

created by my time with the tutors.’ 
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Achievements of Grant Fund Alumni 

It’s been another fruitful six months for past Arvon grant recipients. Following are some of their 

recent achievements from July through December. We also welcomed back six Grant Fund 

alumni as tutors or guests on our courses – Fiona Benson, Tice Cin, Zaffar Kunial, Hannah Lowe, 

Andrew McMillan and Richard Scott. 

• Poet Romalyn Ante and novelist Rosie Garland were made Fellows of the 

Royal Society of Literature 

• Alastair Curtis’ AIDS Plays Project, a campaign to rediscover, produce 

and celebrate plays by writers who died of HIV/AIDS, was launched in 

September 2023 and covered in various magazines. Alaistair directed the 

productions 

• Dora Colquhoun’s ADHD: The Musical toured the UK in the summer 

• Hasti Crowther won the White Review’s Poet’s Prize in July  

• Matilda Feyisayo Ibini had a prolific year – she was nominated for the Best 

Playwright Award at the Black British Theatre Awards in September; a short she co-wrote, 

MO <3 KYRA 4EVA, was included in the London Film Festival in 

October; and she was shortlisted for the Charles Wintour Award for 

Most Promising Playwright at the Evening Standard Theatre Awards 

in October 

• Gillian Greer adapted Eliza Clark’s novel Boy Parts for the stage for 

Soho Theatre; the production ran in October and November. Eliza 

used to work for Arvon 

• Hannah Lowe was joint winner of the 2024 Eccles Centre & Hay 

Festival Writer’s Award in November 

• Hannah Morley’s debut play We Could All Be Perfect was produced at Crucible Theatre, 

Sheffield, in September and October 

• Vicky Morris had a short story published in the winter 2022/23 edition of 

Mslexia 

• Evan Placey’s adaptation of Peter Pan is playing at the Rose Theatre, 

Kingston, through December 

• Hannah Silva’s experimental memoir My Child, the Algorithm was published 

in July 

• Kaiya Waerea was part of the group exhibition A Cheap Day Out and book 

A Cheap Night In 

 

  

 

 

 

Thank You 

The Barbara and Philip Denny Charitable Trust continue to make a meaningful difference to the 

careers and lives of so many disadvantaged writers each year, and they and we at Arvon are so 

grateful for their support. We wish you all a wonderful festive season and look forward to another 

year of supporting writers together. 


