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'This course has been of far greater use than my entire post-grad study of
writing. I have learned an amazing amount [...] I have improved my skill as a
writer, my self-awareness, looking at different perspectives, my self-esteem has
been boosted [...] The course has helped me as a writer and as a person.’ -
Grant recipient, 2024

It is difficult to overstate Arvon’s gratitude to the Barbara and Philip Denny
Charitable Trust. They are truly a cornerstone of our Grant Fund, having been
committed supporters for more than a decade, helping so many writers who
would not otherwise be able to take part in our courses, and aiding Arvon in our
aim to be open to all. We are especially grateful for your increased gift this year,
which was hugely welcome to both writers and Arvon in these financially
challenging times. Thank you to the trustees.

Arvon in 2024

Arvon’s big news this year is that we have begun redeveloping our Yorkshire
writing house, Lumb Bank. Construction began in April. While redevelopment is
underway, we are holding some residential courses at IOU Hostel, a beautiful
hostel in nearby Hebden Bridge that is managed by ex-Arvon staff member Jill
Penny. Elsewhere, our teams in Yorkshire, Devon and Shropshire have been
delivering more and more one-day visits with local state schools, both at our
writing houses and at the schools. The Hurst welcomed 70 young people over
two days from St George’s Primary, Shrewsbury, and Sir John Talbot’s School,
Whitchurch. Meanwhile, the Lumb Bank Team have been delivering an exciting
and meaningful programme of workshops with two Halifax organisations — The
Basement Recovery Project, who support people through recovery from
addiction and substance abuse, and Safe Welcome After Prison, who support
men leaving prison who have experienced/are at risk of re-offending,
homelessness, poor mental health and addiction. In the first half of the year, we
have run courses such as ‘Queer Poetry’, ‘Starting to Write a Novel’, ‘Fiction with
Coaching’ and ‘Screenwriting — Adaption to Film/TV’ alongside the classics.

Arvon’s Grant Fund in 2024

Following the trend of being able to offer larger grants to those most in need
now that we also offer a comprehensive range of concessions, the average grant
awarded by Arvon this year has been £897. More than two thirds of grant
applicants had an income of £23,000 a year or less, over a fifth were carers, and
over a third were BAME. Surveyed before their courses, just 21% of grant
applicants said they felt they knew what to do to improve their writing; following
their courses, this figure had quadrupled to 80%. Following are details of three
grant recipients who have benefitted from your generosity over the first half of
2024. Names have been changed.



Gurpreet was awarded a full grant of £985 to take part in a screenwriting
course. ‘When I applied for the grant, I was at a very low point,” she told us in
post-course feedback. 'The course itself and the residential element have
changed my life. I am not exaggerating. [...] I am ethnic and part of my block
was that in the past diversity was set aside by others. The tutors and group here
embraced my authentic voice as a writer and encouraged me rather than
minimised me. [...] What emerged was my confidence, love of writing and once-
hidden humour. [...] I am exceptionally grateful and learned more about writing
and structure this week than I have in two years with a mentor.”’

Zeinab was awarded a full grant of £960 to take part in a life writing course at
Totleigh Barton. Zeinab told us how the course had helped her grow in
confidence and discover new strategies and sources of creativity. She added: ‘As
someone who ticks all possible boxes about diversity and inclusion (woman of
colour, minority faith, disabled, lower income, refugee, so on), it is no secret
that opportunities such as these - funded by generous grants - are the only way
for us to understand the art of the craft better. They are also very rare to come
by. The publishing industry is still incredibly exclusive. In order to include a
nuance of voices and experiences, it is so appreciated for funders to support
writers who would otherwise never have the chance to be heard. [...] Thank you
for investing in me. It has been a transformative week.’

Lucia was awarded a grant of £925 to take part in a drama course at Lumb
Bank. 'I wish I had my own space and time to write a play again but it is hard
doing so in a house full of many people with none of my own space,’ she told us
in her grant application. Following the course, she told us, 'I left crying my eyes
out with gratitude and happiness and hope. [...] I thank anyone who would fund
a grant spot. [...] Not only do you learn incredible things about the writing itself
but you are providing someone, who may not have a lot of confidence, with an
opportunity to shine. This is an incredible opportunity for someone who cannot
afford it and this has genuinely been one of the best weeks of my life. It has
made me stronger, excited for my future and it has filled me with hope!’

Achievements of Grant Fund Alumni

We enjoy following what our grant recipients go on to achieve. Listed below are
some of the achievements made by Grant Fund alumni from January through
June this year. We also welcomed back five grant recipients as tutors and
guests: Ella Frears, Arji Manuelpillai, Helen Mort, Vicky Morris and
Monique Roffey.

e Liz Berry won the Writer’s Prize for her 2023 novel-in-verse,
The Home Child

e Matilda Feyisayo Ibini was the joint winner of the Critics’
Circle Theatre Award for Most Promising Playwright, she won
the Oliver Award for Outstanding Achievement in Affiliate
Theatre, and she was one of the recipients of this year’s
Inevitable Foundation x Loreen Arbus Elevate Collective
Awards




e Liv Fowler was a Finalist at the BBC Audio Drama Awards for her radio
drama Happy Hour
e Ella Frears’ fictional memoir Goodlord: an email was

published S
e Rosie Garland’s fourth novel, The Fates, was published by | THE/ T
Quercus \TES

e Carla Jenkins’ debut novel Fifty Minutes was published. She
credits Arvon with helping her writing take flight:
https://www.madeleinemilburn.co.uk/mm-authors/carla-
jenkins/

e Wenyan Lu won the McKitterick Prize for her novel The Funeral Cryer

e Poet Andrew McMillan published his debut
novel Pity “07”9 COURT i

o Tamara Micner is creating London’s first BLUETS -
Yiddish theatre company in decades

e Margaret Perry adapted Maggie Nelson’s Bluets i
for the stage for the Royal Court

e Evan Placey’s National Theatre adaption of Jekyll & Hyde toured to
Manchester. He joined Synergy Theatre Company as an Associated Artist

e Devika Ponnambalam was selected for the Writer's Room
Residency by Edinburgh UNESCO City of Literature

e Monique Roffey published her seventh novel Passiontide

e Fatima Serghini’s theatre piece you can’t wash clean in a
dirty shower was included as part of the new work showcase
Scratch at the Jack at the Jack Theatre, London

e Elliot Sweeney published his second crime novel, A Killing
in Paradise
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Thank You

Arvon are so deeply grateful to the Barbara and Philip Denny Charitable Trust for
their committed, long-term support of disadvantaged writers through our Grant
Fund. The difference they have made to the careers and lives of these writers is
immeasurable. Thank you so much to the trustees for their continued - and
increased - generosity.

If you have any questions about Arvon and our Grant Fund, please
contact Dean Stigwood, Head of Development, at
dean.stigwood@arvon.org
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