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Final report for the Barbara and Phillip Denny Trust 

 

By Jessie Harris 

 

             Pamunkey assisting with the annual Wisteria prune 

 

Over the last month or so we have been finishing off the winter jobs before the 

exciting work of seed sowing begins in early March. We have had fun working 

our way through both replanting several heritage apple trees, and pruning and 

training all the trees in the orchard, the apple arch and the wall trained fruit 

trees. It has been satisfying training in and cutting back our historic wisteria both 

in the walled garden and against the Palace. One of the benefits of the 

apprenticeship being 18 months is that I get a second opportunity to practice a 
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lot of this more refined, considered work. I have loved learning about heritage 

orchard care, and gaining the confidence to not only prune a wide variety of 

plants but also to lead both our volunteers and corporate groups in the art of 

pruning. And I have been lucky enough to practice my fruit tree grafting for a 

second time!  

 

Recently we have welcomed a new black cat to the bothies – “new Edmund” 

or “Edmund the III” (who is sitting on my lap purring whilst I write this) and a 

beautiful primrose yellow cockerel called Prince, to keep our hens company. 

Maybe on your next visit we might even have some chicks! In the last few weeks 

Polina, Jonathan and I have all undergone and passed our training for the 

Lantra award in the safe use of pesticides which was a great learning 

experience, even for environmentally conscious gardeners! It is extremely 

beneficial to be able to add this to the innumerable list of things I have learnt 

whilst at the Palace.  

  

 

Edmund III       Prince  
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I am so grateful to have had the opportunity to learn and establish myself as a 

professional gardener in this incredible place. It has been a challenging and 

extremely rewarding experience, and confirmed my whole hearted 

commitment to a future career in horticulture. I feel extremely privileged to have 

had the generous support of the Philip and Barbara Denny Trust through this 

period, where I have established myself practically and professionally, and also 

situated myself within a community of like-minded horticulturists.  

 

    My wonderful friend and colleague Polina!  

 

I have met a wide range of gardeners over the last 18 months; through my 

training at Capel Manor, where I studied for my RHS level 2, on my exchange at 

Chelsea Physic Garden where I met some wonderfully enthusiastic people – 

(one of whom, Jen, has kindly offered to share her allotment with me this 

coming summer), all of the past apprentices who I have had the pleasure of 

meeting and getting to know at various events in the garden, all the incredibly 

dedicated volunteers, and all my knowledgeable and generous colleagues 

here at the Palace. And the wonderful Polina! One of the biggest joys of this 

apprenticeship has been sharing our learning experience together, growing as 
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gardeners and as people, watching each other’s skills improve and sharing our 

passions for bread, brassicas and beans. We have become friends and allies 

supporting one another, offering advice, lending a helping hand or sympathetic 

ear, and generally laughing our way through the last 18 months.  

 

This experience has changed my life. I can’t thank the Denny Trust, Fulham 

Palace Trust and my fabulous gardening friends and mentors enough. I never 

dreamt I could be lucky enough to look forward to going to work, to find a 

passion that I know will sustain me in perpetuity. To look up from weeding, or 

seed sowing, from cleaning the chickens even, and find myself in this beautiful 

historic botanic garden on the River Thames. I remember back in September of 

2023 feeling awestruck that I was getting paid to learn about how to survey 

trees with our head gardener Lucy Hart. And I still feel like that today! I am 

extremely sad to leave this special place, all the people, chickens and cats that 

make it what it is, but also excited to take all that I have learnt onto my next 

chapter. And who knows, there’s a good track record of apprentices returning, 

so maybe it won’t be goodbye forever!  

 


